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September 25, 2024
Dear First Light Community,

Momentum Conservation envisions a future where conserved, restored and stewarded
lands provide climate resiliency, community health, justice, and equity for generations. We work
toward a time where our relationship with the earth is primary in society, restoring sovereignty to
the earth and Indigenous people, benefiting all. As an organization, we weave our vision and
commitment to indigenous sovereignty into our educational programs, grant program priorities,
and deep relationships in the community.

Part of our work at Momentum is to provide educational opportunities for the broad
conservation community. Our programs often focus on shifting the internal culture of
organizations which in turn will allow them to be better positioned to incorporate justice and
equity into their work. First Light adds a dimension to our equity lens which is more
encompassing than Wabanaki access and needs. We strive to support access for historically
underrepresented communities and the learning from First Light supports us in moving the
sector forward. We build capacity for organizations to be strong partners to Wabanki and work
for land return.

The Momentum Conservation Land Trust Grant Fund will continue to prioritize and move
resources to organizations that are: working to center justice, open to trying new things,
expressing vulnerability through sharing learnings, and committed to challenging colonial
systems in conservation. Our intention is that this funding for Maine land trusts will encourage
and support land justice and land return. As a funder, we hope to connect organizations at
similar stages of their decolonizing work to share learnings and pathways to move forward
together.

With participation in this 3rd Cohort of the Learning Journey, Peyton joins other members
of Momentum'’s staff and board who have participated in Cohort 1 and Cohort 2, as well as the
Board Member Cohort. Over half of our staff and board have now participated in this amazing
opportunity. The learning gained from Convergence will certainly have new effects on our work
and we are excited for that.

At Momentum, we value the deep and wide relationships with the larger conservation
community and beyond that we have built over the past 12 years as a network facilitator,
capacity builder, and service provider. Momentum Conservation invites a dialogue with partners
working on these issues to seek guidance and develop collaborations. By expanding our reach,
Momentum Conservation intends to go beyond traditional cultural and social boundaries to
become more effective in building an equitable and inclusive conservation movement in Maine.

Sincerely,
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Jessica Burton Andrea Berry
Executive Director Board Chair



